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Subject: LeƩer from Supervisor Farr
From: "Farnum, Elizabeth" <efarnum@countyofsb.org>
Date: 5/24/2012 6:37 PM
To: "Farnum, Elizabeth" <efarnum@countyofsb.org>
CC: "Henson, Chris" <chenson@countyofsb.org>
Dear Valley Residents,
Below is an important letter from Doreen explaining recent developments in the state legislature concerning fee
to trust acquisitions.

Dear Constituent,
It came to my attention yesterday evening that a bill in the California Legislature, SB 162, had just been
drastically changed and could have serious implications for our County. SB 162 is authored by State Senators
Anderson (R) and Wyland (R) and Assembly Member Garrick (R) all of San Diego County who did what is
known as a "gut and amend" to the bill. Originally, the bill had to do with card rooms in Los Angeles. It had
been approved by the State Senate and then sat in the State Assembly for over a year with no activity. Then
this week, the bill was changed and new language added to prohibit the State of California from opposing tribal
fee-to-trust applications to the federal government.
This new version of the bill has not been heard in its latest form by any policy or fiscal committees or on the
floor of the Assembly. So now it must be approved by the Assembly Governance Organization committee and
the Appropriations committee and then be approved by the entire Assembly. If it is approved there, it must go
back to the Senate again to have the amended version of SB162 approved also before being sent to the
Governor for his signature. This entire process must occur between now and August 31st for the bill to
become law as the Governor must sign it by midnight on that date. If the bill is not signed by then, it fails and
the authors would have to start all over again.
The authors of the bill claim the "gut and amend" was done in response to something that occurred to a tribe in
San Diego county which they represent. However, clearly, if signed into law, this bill would have enormous
impacts across the state in any county where tribes are interested in acquiring more land through the fee to
trust process. In effect, it would silence all the constitutional officers of our State government, including the
Governor, from opposing any fee to trust application to the federal government anywhere in the state, including
the proposed application by the Chumash tribe for the 1,400 acres known as "Camp 4" in the Santa Ynez
Valley.
Furthermore, the way in which this bill was totally altered so late in the process suggests to me a "stealth
maneuver" to avoid public scrutiny and comment. That, coupled with the fact that this bill will now need to be
rushed through the process during the summer months when many people are gone on vacation in order to
have a chance of being signed by August 31st, is something that I find quite objectionable.
My office has already communicated with both our Assembly and Senate representatives, Das Williams and
Tony Strickland, and have asked them to strongly oppose this bill. I will also be writing to the members of the
Assembly Governance Organization Committee and ask them to stop this bill in its tracks. If you have any
questions or concerns about this issue or also oppose SB162, I would strongly encourage you to communicate
with our representatives as well. For your convenience I have listed the contact information for them below.

As always, I welcome your comments on this and any other issue to do with County government and will
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continue to keep you informed as I learn more about the progress of SB162.
Sincerely,
Doreen Farr
Third District County Supervisor
Senator Tony Strickland SB Office 965-0862, Capitol Office 916-651-4019
Assemblyman. Das Williams SB Office 564-1649, Capitol Office 916-319-2135
The members of the GO commiƩee are:
Asm. Isadora Hall (D-Los Angeles) 916-319-2052 - Chair
assemblymember.hall@assembly.ca.gov
Asm. Brian Nestande (R-Palm Desert) 916-319-2064 Vice Chair
Assemblymember.nestande@asssembly.ca.gov
Asm. Toni Atkins (D-San Diego) 916-319-2076
Assemblymember.atkins@asm.ca.gov
Asm. Marty Block (D-San Diego) 916-319-2078
Assemblymember.block@assembly.ca.gov
Asm. Bob Blumenﬁeld (D-Los Angeles) 916-319-2040
Assemblymember.blumenﬁeld@assembly.ca.gov
Asm. Wesley Chesbro (D-Eureka) 916-319-2001
Assemblymember.chesbro@assembly.ca.gov
Asm. Paul Cook (R-Yucaipa )916-319-2065
Assemblymember.cook@assembly.ca.gov
Asm. Cathleen Galgiani (D-Tracy)916-319-2017
Assemblymember.galgiani@assembly.ca.gov
Asm. MarƟn Garrick (R-San Diego) co-author on the bill, 916-319-2074
Assemblymember.garrick@assembly.ca.gov
Asm. Mike GaƩo (D-Glendale) 916-319-2043
Assemblymember.gaƩa@assembly.ca.gov
Asm. Jerry Hill (D-San Mateo)916-319-2019
Assemblymember.hill@assembly.ca.gov
Asm. Kevin Jeﬀries (R-Riverside)916-319-2066
Assemblymember.jeﬀries@assembly.ca.gov
Asm. Fiona Ma (D-San Francisco) 916-319-2012
Assemblymember.ma@assembly.ca.gov
Asm. Henry Perea (D-Fresno) 916-319-2031
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Assemblymember.perea@assembly.ca.gov
Asm. V. Manuel Perez (D- Cathedral City) 916-319-2080
Assemblymember.manuel.perex@assembly.ca.gov
Asm. Jim Silva (R-Orange County ) 916-319-2067
Assemblymember.silva@assembly.ca.gov
Asm. Norma Torres (D-Pomona) 916-319-2061
Assemblymember.torres@assembly.ca.gov

Please forward this email.
Elizabeth
Elizabeth Farnum
District Representative
Third District Supervisor Doreen Farr
1745 Mission Drive
Solvang, CA 93463
805.686.5095
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